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By Dan Kortenkamp  
Researcher 

 

Twelve of my 13 immigrant ancestors settled in the Dyersville area.  In 

1939, the Rev. Arthur A. Halbach authored a book, "Dyersville: Its 

History and its People."  There is an entire chapter about my great-great 

uncle, the Rev. Anton Kortenkamp, the "first successful resident pastor" 

of St. Francis Xavier Parish.  

The book says he was born near Münster, Westphalia, Germany, on 

March 13, 1834.  His parents died in 1856; and it was his younger 

brother Henry Kortenkamp, my great-grandfather, who helped pay for 

the Rev. Kortenkamp's studies for the priesthood at the University of Münster by working in a 

brickyard and catching fish in willow traps to sell in the market.  

This book motivated me to trace all my ancestors, and I started genealogical research in 1969.  

That year I placed an ad in the Münster newspaper asking for information about Kortenkamps.   

My ad was answered by Elisabeth Kersting, who said she lived on the "Kortenkamp Farm" at 

Neubeckum (near Münster), and her grandmother's maiden name was Kortenkamp.  We traced 

our ancestral trees to the early 1800s, but did not connect. 

That year, I also obtained the Rev. Kortenkamp's baptismal record from the Archdiocese of 

Münster, which said he was born at "Bschaft. Mecklenbeck Nro. 2", a farm community about 

one mile southwest of Münster.  

This May I traveled to Europe with my oldest son David. We rented a car and spent three weeks 

visiting ancestral hometowns and seeing the sites. We visited Münster, and after 40 years, I met 

Elisabeth. Her husband, Ranier Ditté, did some historical map research and was able to find the 

former location of the Kortenkamp ancestral farm cottage where the Rev. Kortenkamp and my 

great-grandfather Henry were born. According to an 1828 map, behind the cottage was the Aa 

River - perhaps where my great-grandfather caught fish - and across the road was a brickyard. 

The cottage is long gone, but the location is now in Aa Lake Park, Münster. Elisabeth Ditté, her 

husband Ranier, and son Christian, took David and me on a walking tour of Münster, visiting the 

churches and places where my Kortenkamp ancestors were baptized, married, worked, and were 

buried, and where the Rev. Kortenkamp studied for the priesthood. We were walking in the 

footsteps of my ancestors, a 40-year-old dream finally come true. Incidentally, Aa Lake Park has 

been picked as "Europe's Best Park 2009" by one Web site.  

My mother's name was Ruth Tegeler, daughter of Victor and Mathilda Tegeler, of Dyersville. 

My son and I also visited the Tegeler hometowns of Thiene, Alfhausen and Rieste in Germany. 

And, we visited hometowns of my wife's ancestors. Altogether, David and I visited 15 ancestral 

hometowns. I still have about 15 more to visit on another trip.  

- Kortenkamp is the son of Anton "Tony" and Ruth (Tegeler) Kortenkamp. Tony and Ruth were 

married in St. Francis Xavier Basilica, Dyersville, Nov. 4, 1936. Ruth is deceased. Tony is 99 

years old, and in excellent mental health. He lives in an assisted living apartment in Marion. 

Kortenkamp is a retired University of Wisconsin psychology professor living in Stevens Point, 

Wis. His genealogical research can be found at his Web site: 

http://www.uwsp.edu/psych/dk/danielpg.htm. 
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